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The distance from Green Bay settlement to Big Butte
des Morts by the way of the river and Lake is twenty miles,
but it can be travelled by land within a distance of fifty
miles. The road crosses Fox river at Rapids des pere, at
the head of the settlement and keeps on the West bank of
the river near the margin, to the Little Butte des Morts.
The course of the stream changes at this place; and the
path leaves the river, and pursues a course about S. W. to
the Big Butte, which is only about fifteen miles from this
point by the course of the path. The country which is
traversed by this route is generally composed of rich and
beautiful prairies, extending on each side, in some places,
as far as the eye can reach, and exhibiting every appear-
ance of fertility. In fixing the boundaries of the farming
country for the Menominies by the Treaty, we were not
aware of the extent of country embraced within their
limits. And, from the information I now possess on the
subject, I feel no hesitation in saying that the Menominie
Tribe will not require two thirds of the land retained for
them within the present century. They can, therefore
without prejudicing their interests, cede a portion of this
country to the United States; and I presume they would
receive as an equivalent, an equal quantity of land on the
Sconto, as well on account of the fine fisheries on that
stream, as of the valuable groves of Sugar trees in the
vicinity. It was with much reluctance that they parted
with the land bordering on the stream, in the first place;
and it was procured for the New York Indians on account
of the valuable mill privileges which the river contains.

In my opinicn, however, there is one question, which I
consider of great importance, which should be settled be-
fore the government incurs any more expense on this sub-
ject; and that is, " whether the government mow intends to es-
tablish an Indian colony east of the Mississippi and west of the
Lakes; or has it abandoned that idea?” This plan was intro-
duced by Mr. Calhoun, and afterwards favorably noticed by
Mr. Barbour, in the able reports of these gentlemen, when
occupying the office of Secretary of War. If it is still con-



